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ISFiT
ISFiT is the world’s largest thematic student festival and the theme for 2003 is “Challenging Attitudes”. The theme is discussed in workshops, plenary meetings and smaller, thematic meetings covering different aspect of the theme such as “Price for life”, “Ethnical Challenges” and “Indifference”. We wish to challenge each other's attitudes and to encourage the participants to have challenging attitudes.
The purpose of this work is to create awareness and understanding between people of different nationality, religion, culture and political stand. There will be several social and cultural activities arranged to create bonds between the participants as we consider this important to achieve a positive development.
A small group of participants from conflict areas will join a conflict management seminar called “the Dialogue Groups”.

The Dialogue Groups
The Dialogue Groups are held a week before ISFiT, from February 26th to March 5th 2003. This will be a seminar where we hope to create a space for participants from different sides of three conflicts to meet on equal grounds to share experiences and develop an understanding of the others´ situation and viewpoints. We also focus on our capacity to learn from each other and search for common features in the conflicts as this can help the understanding of one's own situation.
Through dialogue and social activities we believe we can build trust between groups and prevent the formation of extreme enemy images and thus contribute to improved cooperation between them. It is our hope that friendships will be formed and that the participants stay in touch and continue the work in their respective areas after the festival.

The seminar will take place at a cottage not fare from Trondheim the week before ISFiT itself. The participants will take part in dialogue exercises, role-play and social activities in order to reach our goal of understanding and trust. They will also participate as a resource at the festival the week after. This year we wish to invite participants from the conflict in the Middle East, Kashmir and Chechnya. 
There will be two group leaders working with each regional group. They are Norwegian students with experience from international organizations and studies. To be prepared for the dialogue groups the group leaders will participate at courses and seminars arranged by the Mediation Service, Centre for Conflict Management and other personal with expertise on this area and will also keep close contact with people and organizations connected to the conflict areas.

Housing, food and travel expenses will be provided by ISFiT. For some of you getting visa might take time, but we will help you with this. The participants of the dialogue groups are also guaranteed a place at the festival and we hope that you will be able to join both. Both experiences will challenge, educate and enrich you. 

The encouraging results from the previous Dialogue Groups in 1997, 1999 and 2001 have inspired us to continue this work and we would appreciate your help to make also this seminar a success. Please let us know your intentions for both the dialogue seminar and the festival as soon as possible. Guidelines for replying are enclosed.

Guidelines for replying

You can send your application or any questions to us via e-mail, mail or fax
e-mail: dialogue@isfit.org" dialogue@isfit.org 
fax: ++ 47 73595323
mail: ISFiT-03,
         The Dialogue Groups
         Postterminalen NTNU
         N-7491 TRONDHEIM
         NORWAY 

Your application must contain the following:

-full name 
-adress: street, city, country
-telephone, fax, e-mail. Please specify where and when you are most easily reached.

If you are interested in participating, please write an additional letter of motivation concerning the dialogue seminar describing your background, your role in and experience of the conflict, your social and political engagement, why you are interested in participating at the seminar, and what you feel you can contribute (approx. 500 words). Since the dialogue seminar will be a much more personal experience than the festival, we would also like to know about your background, family life, ethnicity, religion, etc. This will help us in creating a group where the different sides of the conflict are represented. 
All this information will be kept confidential.

Your reply letter must be available to us before 15 November, 2002.

NB: Even though the seminar doesn’t start until February 26th we would like for all the applicants to arrive February 24th, at the latest February 25th.


Yours sincerely, 


Vegar Jordanger		


Nita Steinung



